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A  NCIENT  Israel  was  distinct  from  the  heathen 
^*  nations  is  its  strict  observance  of  the  Sabbath 
Day.  The  Sabbath,  as  a  day  of  surcease  from 
ordinary  toil,  was  given  to  the  Israelites  as  God 
conversed  with  His  spokesman,  Moses,  upon  the 
Mount  of  Sinai. 

Being  a  commandment  of  God.  strict  penalties 
were  incurred  for  violation  of  this  holy  day.  The 
Old  Testament  relates  an  incident  in  this  con- 
nection where  it  speaks  of  a  man  who  was  put 
to  death  for  gathering  sticks  on   the  day  of  rest. 

And  so  we  see  that  observance  of  the  Sabbath 
Day  was  given  as  a  commandment  from  God  over 
3.000  years  ago. 

In  our  "modern  day"  world  it  seems  that 
Sabbath  Day  desecration  is  all  too  prevalent.  If 
time  were  reversed  I'm  sure  an  overwhelming 
number  of  the  earth's  inhabitants  would  meet  a 
fate  similar  to  that  of  the  Israelite  who  gathered 
sticks  on  this  day  of  days. 

Originally,  punishment  for  Sabbath  violation  was 
immediately  executed.  Whereas  today,  under  the 
law  of  the  Gospel,  punishments  for  the  trans- 
gression of  spiritual  laws  will  devolve  upon  men 
over  a  period  of  time.  Just  as  sure  as  the  earth 
revolves  in  space,  the  due  justice  for  broken  laws 
will  be  meted  out  upon  the  transgressors — if  not. 
GOD  CEASES  TO  BE  GOD  !  This  being  the 
case,  men  foolishly  desecrate  this  day  thinking 
that  no  punishments  are  to  be  incurred.  Be  that 
as  it  may.  The  Prophets  of  God  testify  that  He 
will  vindicate  the  sanctity  of  His   Holy  Day. 

Many  excuse  themselves  from  observance  of 
this  day  because  of  its  antiquity  of  origin.  Reason- 
ing that  such  a  command  does  not  apply  to 
peoples  living  in  such  an  advanced  civilisation. 
Here   indeed   is  the  fallacy   in   their  reasoning. 

True,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  has  never  before 
been  poured  out  upon  mankind  in  such  abundance. 
Knowledge  of  the  laws  of  nature  has  illumined 
the  minds  of  brilliant  men  to  such  an  extent  that 
history  has  never  experienced  such  a  "golden  age" 
in  the  advancement  of  technological  fields.  Be- 
cause of  this  very  fact,  it  behooves  all  men  every- 
where  to  turn   unto   their   Father   in   Heaven   and 


seek  a  knowledge  of  the  spiritual  laws  by  which 
they  should  conduct  their  lives,  so  that  they  may 
gain  the  greatest  amount  of  happiness. 

The  spirit  of  man,  being  the  offspring  of  God, 
hungers  for  sweet  communion  with  its  Parent.  It 
yearns  for  the  stimulus  which  th's  sacred  com- 
munion provides.  This  natural  desire,  when  satis- 
fied, seems  to  provide  it  with  a  spiritual  substance 
which  enables  it  to  maintain  prolific  vitality.  Just 
as  the  physical  body  requires  food  for  life,  simi- 
larly the  spiritual  body  requires  life-giving  food 
of  a  spiritual  nature.  Failure  to  observe  the  laws 
of  health  results  in  deterioration  of  the  fleshy 
tabernacle.  It  follows  then  that  disobedience  to 
spiritual  laws  results  in  deterioration  of  the 
spiritual  body. 

A  day  has  been  provided,  by  the  Author  of 
our  existence,  during  which  we  may  secure  this 
life-giving  spiritual  food.  A  day  when  the  spiritual 
body  should  overcome  the  physical  desires  to  the 
greatest  degree,  so  that  its  regeneration  may  be 
complete  without  obstruction  from  the  baser 
things  of  life. 

Herein  lies  the  purpose  of  Sabbath  Day  observ- 
ance— why  this  day  should,  in  reality,  be  a  period 
of  surcease  from  ordinary  toil. 

In  this  dispensation  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints  has  been  commissioned  to 
teach  God's  spiritual  laws.  We  testify  that  our 
Creator  has  set  aside  one  day  in  seven  wherein 
His  children  may  draw  nearer  to  His  presence 
and  rceive  the  blessings  which  they  so  desire.  We 
raise  our  voices  to  all  men.  Cease  to  desecrate 
the  Lord's  Day!  Use  this  day  as  a  time  of  sweet 
intercourse  with  the  Spirit  of  our  Heavenly  Father, 
that  you  may  receive  the  spiritual  strength  which 
is  needed  to  combat  the  sinful  influences  that  lurk 
in  the  shadows,  ready  to  pounce  upon  the  spiritu- 
ally weak. 

Our  desires  concerning  all  men,  in  respect  to 
the  Sabbath  Day,  may  be  epitomised  in  the  words 
of  Jehovah  to  ancient  Israel.  "REMEMBER  THE 
SABBATH    DAY,   TO    KEEP    IT    HOLY." 

D.P.H. 
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The  Sunday   School's   Responsibility 


By  ELDER  JOSEPH  F.  SMITH. 

(Of  the  Council  of  Twelve). 

Every  soul  born  into  this  life  is  a  son  or 
daughter  of  God,  begotten  in  the  spirit,  for 
as  Paul  declared,  "  we  are  also  his  off- 
spring." The  purpose  of  this  mortal  life 
is  to  test  and  prove  us  to  see  whether  or 
not  we  will  be  obedient  in  the  keeping  of 
the  commandments  of  our  Father.  It  is  a 
"  state  of  probation,"  a  testing  ground, 
where  full  li]>erty  is  given,  according  to  the 
law  of  agency,  to  serve  the  Lord  and  ob- 
tain eternal  life,  or  choose  to  do  evil  which 
leads  to  spiritual  death.  There  could  be 
no  course,  other  than  this  of  free  agency, 
by  which  just  rewards  are  meted  to  every 
soul.  In  this  life  the  two  great  powers  are 
at  war — righteousness  and  unrighteousness. 
The  Lord  has  given  to  every  man  the  guid- 
ance of  the  "  Spirit  of  Christ,"  (D.  and  C. 
84  :  45-46 ;  Moroni  7 :  16)  which  will,  if 
heeded,  lead  him  to  the  truth.  On  the 
other  hand  the  influence  of  Satan  is  mani- 
fest. Persuaded  by  the  "  Spirit  of  Christ," 
man  will  be  brought  back  into  the  presence 
of  his  Eternal  Feather.  If  he  yields  to  the 
enticings  of  ^atan,  he  will  partake  of  spirit- 
ual death,  which  is  banishment  from  the 
jiresence  of  the  Father. 

It  is  the  desire  of  the  Father  that  all  of 
his  children  shall  be  faithful  in  the  keeping 
of  his  commandments,  and  thus  have  the 
privilege  of  retm-ning  to  Him.  It  is  written 
that  in  the  very  beginning  men  began  to 
hearken  to  Satan,  "  And  men  began  from 
that  time  forth  to  be  carnal,  sensual,  and 
develish  "  (Moses  5:  12).  We  are  living 
in  a  wicked  world.  The  great  majority  of 
men  have  turned  away  light  and  truth, 
through  disobedience,  from  the  children  of 
men,  and  because  of  the  traditions  of  their 
fathers.  But  I  have  commanded  you  (Lat- 
ter-day Saints)  to  bring  up  your  children 
in  light  and  truth." 

The  Father  has  never  relinquished  His 
claim  upon  the  children  born  into  this 
world.  They  are  still  His  children.  He 
has  placed  them  in  the  care  of  mortal 
parents  with  the  admonition  that  thev  be 


brought  up  in  light  and  truth.  The  prim- 
ary responsibility,  and  fundamentally  so, 
is  upon  the  parents  to  teach  their  children 
in  light  and  truth.  This  commandment 
does  not  preclude,  or  deny,  the  Church  the 
privilege  of  taking  the  children  and  aiding 
in  their  training.  F'or  this  reason  we  have 
in  the  Churcli  the  auxiliar>-  organisations 
given  by  inspiration  and  commandment  of 
the  Lord.  Chief  among  these  organisations 
is  the  Deseret  Sunday  School  Union,  which 
has  accomplished  a  wonderful  work  in  the 


Eider  Joseph  F.  Smith, 
past  in  training  the  members  of  the  Church. 
Parents  should  avail  themselves  of  the  ser- 
vices   of    this    great    organisation    in    the 
training  of  their  children. 

There  are  two  vital  things  in  this  train- 
ing of  the  children  in  the  Church.  F'irst, 
to  see  that  nothing  but  the  fundamental 
and  established  doctrines  are  incorporated 
in  the  lessons.  Second,  that  onh'  those  who 
are  filled  with  the  vSpirit  of  the  Lord  and 
who  have  a  testimony  of  the  truth  are 
called  to  teach  the  classes.  The  Lord  has 
said:  "And  that  which  doth  not  edify  is 
not  of  God,  and  is  darkness.  That  which 
is  of  God  is  light. 

The  vSunday  School  organisation  has  a 
wonderful  mission  to  perform.  It  has  done 
nobly  in  the  past  and  has  a  glorious  future 
before  it. 
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By  ELDKR  KENNETH  H.  MITCHELL. 

The  recognised  means  by  which  God  has 
communicated  His  will  to  the  children  of 
men,  ever  since  Adam  was  first  placed  upon 
the  earth,  has  been  through  the  medium  of 
revelation.  God  has  revealed  His  will  and 
His  eternal  laws  by  personally  appearing  to 
man,  or  through  the  agency  of  heavenly 
messengers,  who  act  in  His  stead.  Revela- 
tion has  been  the  only  way  by  which  God 
has  spoken.  Whenever  the  Lord  has  had 
a  message  to  deliver  to  men  upon  the  earth 
it  has  been  made  manifest  through  revela- 
tion. This  seems  to  be  the  eternal  way  by 
which  God  has  chosen  to  speak.  Indeed 
God's  ways  are  eternal.  Never  changing 
are  His  ways.  The  same  God,  yesterday, 
to-day  and  forever. 

And  yet  with  all  this,  we  of  the  present 
day  are  still  confronted  with  those  who 
proclaim,  "  That  God  has  finished  His 
work  with  men  and  has  delegated  His 
powers  to  man."  "  There  is  to  be  no  more 
revelation  upon  the  earth,  nor  do  angels, 
nor  does  God  speak  to  man  by  revelation." 
Those  w'ho  proclaim  doctrine  such  as  this 
do  not  have  the  truth  abiding  in  them  to 
its  fullest  nor  do  they  understand  the  eter- 
nal laws  by  which  man  is  eternally  gov- 
erned. Why  is  it  that  they  deny  God's 
ability  to  speak  to  man? 

They  by  declaring  such  doctrine,  are  re- 
stricting God  in  certain  of  His  powers. 
They  are  saying  that  "  God  is  a  change- 
able God."  For  by  saying  that  God  is  not 
able  or  does  not  communicate  His  will  to 
man  to-day,  as  in  times  past,  is  declaring 
that  God  is  changeable.  The  Bible  from 
Genesis  to  the  end  of  the  Apocalypse,  is 
one  continual  revelation. 

In  declaring,  as  men  do,  "  That  God  has 
finished  His  work  of  revelation,"  we  are 
presented  with  scripture  that  to  them 
proves  beyond  all  doubt  that  God  has 
finished  revealing  His  wdll.  Many  are 
found  throughout  the  Bible.  The  most 
often  quoted  being  found  in  the  last  few 
verses  of  the  Apocalypse.  "  If  any  man 
shall  add  unto  these  things,  God  shall  add 


unto  him  the  plagues  written  in  this  book  : 
and  if  any  man  shall  take  away  from  the 
words  of  the  book  of  the  prophecy,  God 
shall  take  away  his  part  out  of  the  book 
of  life,  the  holy  city,  and  from  things  writ- 
ten in  this  book." 

They  that  use  this  are  usually  those  who 
do  not  understand  that,  first :  the  Apoca- 
lypse was  not  the  last  book  written  that  is 
bound  under  the  covers  of  the  Bible ; 
second,  the  Bible  at  the  time  this  revela- 
tion was  delivered  was  not  compiled,  and 
third,  there  is  found  in  the  Books  of  Tyloses 
the  same  statement   (Deut.  4:2).     Which 


Elder  K.  H.  Mitchell, 
means  that  if  the  one  scripture  is  accepted 
in  the  Apocalypse,  then  the  scripture  found 
in  the  Book  of  Moses  is  also  to  be  accepted. 
Which  then  would  mean  that  every  revela- 
tion delivered  from  God  to  man,  after  the 
Book  of  Deuteuronomy,  is  not  delivered  of 
God  and  can  not  be  accepted  as  scripture. 
And  too,  neither  of  these  scriptures  does 
not  say,  "  That  God  cannot  add  to  or  take 
away  from  these  sayings." 

Do  these  scriptures  say  that  revelation 
has  ceased,  never  to  be  delivered  again? 
It  states,  "  not  to  add  to,  or  take  away 
from."  And  if  any  man  does  add  to  or 
take  away  from,  I  believe  as  others  that  he 
should  have  the  plagues  poured  out  upon 
him,  as  is  stated,  for  committing  so  evi- 
dently gross  a  sin. 

Men  who  teach  the  doctrine  of  "  revela- 
tion ceased  "  also  proclaim  other  scriptures 
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which  to  them  are  evidences  and  proofs 
that  revelation  has  ceased  or  will  cease. 
Some  of  these  are  found  in  such  places  as 
II  Tim.  3:  15-17;  too,  when  Christ  cried, 
"  It  is  finished,  and  gave  up  the  Ghost  " 
(John  19:  30).  And  also  i  Cor.  13:  8,  11. 
Yet  with  all  of  their  wresting  of  the  scrip- 
tures they  are  unable  to  prove  that  revela- 
tion has  or  is  going  to  cease.  In  fact  scrip- 
ture, throughout,  is  explicit  in  testifying 
that  God  is  the  same.  That  to-day,  as  well 
as  yesterday,  He  shall  reveal  His  will.  That 
to-morrow  we  can  expect  more  revelation 
and  more  knowledge  from  the  heavens,  if 
we  remain  worthy. 

For  scriptures  to  establish  our  point  we 
present  such  passages  as  those  found  in 
James  3:5;  Revelations  14  :  6-7,  and  also 
the  very  teachings  of  the  Master  of  Revela- 
tion Himself,  when  teaching  His  apostles 
of  things  relating  to  the  Comforter  which 
would  come,  He  said  "  He  will  guide  you 
into  all  truth — and  show  you  things  to 
come.  He  shall  take  of  mine  and  show  it 
unto  you  "   (John  16:  13-15). 

Can  we  know  of  things  to  come  except 
it  were  through  the  spirit  of  revelation? 
Can  we  even  testify  that  Jesus  is  the  Lord 
except  by  the  power  of  God,  through 
Divine  communication,  or  revelation?  In 
the  future  He,  the  Holy  Ghost,  shall 
"  show  you  things  to  come,  testify  of  Me 
(Jesus  Christ),  take  of  mine  (knowledge 
and  powers)  and  show  it  to  you."  "And 
shall  glorify  my  name."  How  shall  all 
these  be,  unless  it  be  by  revelation? 

"  The  Holy  Ghost  shall  show  you  things 
to  come,  which  is  the  spirit  of  prophecy. 
For  what  is  a  prophet,  unless  it  be  one, 
who  says,  "  Thus  saith  the  Lord  "  and  it 
come  to  pass,  and  how  does  that  prophet 
know  it  unless  God,  by  revelation,  reveals 
it  to  him. 

Even  the  "testimony  of  Jesus  is  the  spirit 
of  prophecy"  (Rev.  19;  10)  which  would 
make  every  man  who  has  the  true  testi- 
mony of  Jesus,  by  the  power  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  a  prophet,  and  a  prophet  to  know 
that  Jesus  is  the  Lord,  must  first  have  it 
revealed  to  him.  "No  man  can  call  Jesus 
the  Lord,  but  bv  the  Holy  Ghost"  (i  Cor. 


12:  3).  Then  any  man  who  says  that 
Jesus  is  the  Lord,  and  then  testifies  that 
Revelation  has  ceased  is  a  false  teacher, 
and  by  this  means  can  false  teachers  be 
discerned. 

No  man  can  be  a  true  minister  of  the  true 
God,  unless  first  he  be  a  prophet,  having 
the  testimony  of  Jesus,  which  is  the  spirit 
of  prophecy  which  is  first  given  by  revela- 
tion. Thus  is  the  power  of  revelation  of 
absolute  necessity  to  the  salvation  of  man- 
kind. Thus  those  who  have  restricted  God 
in  the  power  of  revelation  are  false  teachers 
and  not  of  God,  lacking  in  the  spirit  of 
revelation,  not  a  true  prophet. 

"Yea,  wo,  be  unto  him  that  saith:  'We 
have  received,  and  we  need  nor  more'. 
Yea,  wo  be  unto  him  that  saith,  we  have 
enough,  and  we  need  nor  more  word  of 
God'.  'Yea,  woe  be  unto  him  that  denieth 
the  spirit  of  revelation'."  Well  has  the 
Lord  called  such,  "Thou  fool.  For  ye  have 
restricted  Me  of  My  eternal  ways  and 
powers,  and  ye  have  taken  the  souls  of  men 
down  to  hell  with  you  by  saying  'I  am  a 
changed  God'.  For  I  will  give  line,  upon 
line,  and  precept  upon  precept,  here  a  little 
and  there  a  little,  that  I  may  prove  my 
work  herewith  that  I  am  the  same  yester- 
day, today  and  tomorrow.  My  work  is 
never  finished,  neither  shall  it  be  until  the 
end  of  man,  neither  from  that  time  hence- 
forth and  forever.  Wherefore  ye  do  not 
need  to  suppose  that  I  am  not  the  same,  for 
I  will  command  whom  I  will,  for  out  of  the 
things  that  shall  be  written  shall  the  chil- 
dren of  men  be  judged." 

The  spirit  of  revelation  to  this  day  is 
being  denied,  and  it  shall  always  be  denied, 
by  servants  of  sin.  For  this  covereth  their 
sin.  But  yet  the  day  shall  be  "when  every 
knee  shall  bow,  and  every  tongue  confess 
that  Jesus  is  the  Lord"  ;  so  great  shall  be 
the  spirit  of  revelation,  and  the  power  of 
God  among  men. 

"I  bear  solemn  testimony  indeed,  that 
Christ  and  God  are  yet  revealing  them- 
selves, to  those  who  are  worthj^,  bj'  revela- 
tion. That  revelation  is  the  rock  upon 
which  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter- 
Day  Saints  is  and  will  ever  be  founded.  In 
the  name  of  the  Son."    Amen. 
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By  Elder  A.   M.  J3UNCAN. 

•  "Come  inside,  the  House  is  already  in 
session,  but  there  should  be  something 
of  interest  happening  anyway."  Mr. 
Henry  W.  A.  Cooper,  General  Smuts'  sec- 
retary, led  us,  Elder  Matkin  and  me,  to  a 
seat  near  the  middle  of  the  rear  visitors' 
gallery.  The  South  African  House  of 
Assembly  itself  appeared  strikingl}^  similar 
in  arrangement  and  architecture  to  our  own 
U.S.  Senate  Chambers.  I  remarked  as 
much  to  Mr.  Cooper,  who  said  that  he  had 
visited  the  "American  House"  and  recog- 
nised  "certain  similarities". 

Perhaps  the  outstanding  difference  be- 
tween the  appearance  of  the  U.S.  House 
of  Representatives  and  the  South  African 
counterpart,  the  House  of  Assembly,  is  the 
visible  symbol  of  the  Union's  historic  tie 
with  the  mother  of  Parliaments  at  West- 
minster. In  the  centre  of  the  large  room 
below  us  was  a  long  gold  shaft  with  a  crown 
on  one  end.  "This",  Mr.  Cooper  ex- 
plained, "is  the  Mace,  the  emblem  of  the 
authority  of  Parliament.  It  plays  an  im- 
portant part  in  opening  each  session." 

I  took  out  my  little  notebook  to  make  a 
few  notes  on  the  proceedings.  "I'm  sorry. 
Elder  Duncan,  but  no  one  is  allowed  to 
take  notes  during  sessions."  This,  too, 
was  different  from  the  U.S.   House. 

Mr.  Cooper  pointed  out  to  us  the  "gov- 
ernment" or  majority  which  sat  on  the  left 
below  us  and  the  "opposition"  on  our 
right.  All  the  chairs  of  the  several  con- 
stituencies were  placed  so  as  to  face  the 
centre   aisle. 

"There  near  the  centre  aisle  is  General 
Smuts.  You  see,  he  is  wearing  the  grey 
suit  with  the  red  rose  in  the  lapel."  Mr. 
Cooper  need  not  have  pointed  out  the 
General,  for  almost  as  soon  as  we  entered 
the  room  our  eyes  had  fallen  on  the  tall, 
thin,  angular  figure  with  the  precise  grey 
beard.  Any  American  would  have  known 
at  once  who  he  was,  The  General  sat  with 
his  long  legs  crossed,  his  hands  in  his  lap 
and  his  head  cockecl  to  one  side.  Our  first 
impression  of  him  was  that  he  looked  very 


rica 

nuich    like  a    "typical"    American   college 
professor. 

Some  sort  of  debate  was  being  carried  on 
about  the  Minister  of  Finance's  budget  re- 
commendations for  education.  General 
Smuts  appeared  quite  candidly  bored  with 
the  whole  affair  and  at  length  stood  up  and 
left  the  chamber.  Mr.  Cooper  motioned 
for  us  to  leave  also.  He  led  us  along  the 
beautiful  panelled  wood  hallway  and  into 
the   outer  office. 

"Just  one  moment  and  I  think  the 
General  will  see  you."  Mr.  Cooper  re- 
turned shortly  and  held  the  door  open  for 
us  to  enter  the  private  office  of  the  Right 
Honourable  J.   C.   Smuts. 

The  General  was  seated  reading  over 
some  papers.  His  office  was  small  and 
plainly  furnished.  He  stood  as  we  entered 
and  extended  his  hand.  "Come  in,  come 
in,  my  young  American  friends."  Some- 
how I  could  not  help  feeling  that  he  really 
meant  it  when  he  called  us  his  "friends". 
The  famous  Smuts  friendliness  had  cap- 
tured us  with  that  first  handclasp. 

"Sit  down,  won't  you?"  He  gestured 
toward  two  chairs  directly  in  front  of  his 
desk.  After  we  had  thanked  him  and 
seated  ourselves — rather  awkwardly  be- 
cause of  our  self-consciousness — he  smiled 
again  and  asked,  "Now,  young  men,  what 
sort  of  business  are  you  about  here  in  the 
Union?" 

"Well,  General  Smuts",  I  said,  "we're 
missionaries — Mormons — and  there  are  75 
of  us  in  the  Union  who  serve  without  pay 
for  a  period  of  two  years." 

His  eyes  fairly  twinkled  with  mischief 
as  he  retored,  "Oh,  I  see,  and  you  have 
come  here  today  to  convert  an  old  heathen 
like  me,  is  that  is?"  He  laughed  —  a 
friendl}',  warm  laugh. 

I   handed   him   a   copy  of   the    Book    of 
Mormon.      He  looked  pleased.      "Oh  yes, 
yes  indeed."      He   opened   the  first  page. 
"This   has   something   to   do   with  your 
what  is  it — Josiah  Smith?" 

"Joseph  Smith,  General",  I  said. 

"Oh  yes,"    He  thumbed  his  way  slowly 
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through  several  of  the  books  within  the 
Book  of  Mormon.  He  read  aloud  the  names 
of  the  authors.  Nephi  he  pronounced 
"nee  fee"  and  when  he  came  to  Alma  he 
said,  "My  this  Alma  was  a  long  one  wasn't 
he?" 

He  closed  the  book  and  said,  "Yes,  yes, 
it  reads  much  like  our  Bible,  doesn't  it?" 
Here  again  we  explained  a  few  of  the  tenets 
of  our  Church.  He  turned  the  book  over 
several  times  and  then  stretched  out  his 
hand  to  return  it  to  us. 

"No,  General,  we  want  to  give  you  this 
book,  we  believe  it  to  be  the  word  of  God 
and  we  want  you  to  have  a  cop3\" 


Palestine  with  our  troops,  when  one  night 
we  stopped  at  a  little  village  nestled  near 
the  foot  of  a  hill.  I  asked  what  the  name 
of  the  town  was  and  was  told  it  was  called 
'Rama  Allah',  which  means  'Mountains 
of  God'.  It  was  more  like  a  molehill  than 
a  mountain  I  told  my  guide,  but  when  he 
told  me  of  the  history  of  the  town  I  was 
indeed  surprised.-  Do  you  remember  in 
your  Bible  where  it  speaks  of  Rama,  where 
Rachael  cried  for  her  children?"  we 
nodded — "Well,  this  was  the  very  town 
where  that  took  i)lace.  v^o  there  \'ou  see?" 
We  "saw"  and  were  delighted  particularly 
with  the  General's  remark  that  the  moun- 


Houses  of   Parliament,    Cape   Town. 


"Thank  you,  thank  you  very  much,  my 
friends,  I  am  most  interested  in  this  sort 
of  thing.  But  I  must  first  have  each  of  you 
sign  your  name  in  the  front  of  it  so  that  I 
may  remember  you."  I  have  never  been 
so  proud  in  my  whole  life  as  that  minute 
when  I  was  writing  my  name  in  the  front 
of  General  Smuts'  copy  of  the  Book  of 
Mormon. 

.  Then  we  asked  him  about  his  love  for 
Table  Mountain  and  his  reputation  for 
climbing  it  often  even  though  he  is  well 
over  seventy  years  of  age.  This,  he  said, 
reminded  him  of  a  story. 

**It  was  in  the  Great  War  and  I  was  in 


tain  was  "more  like  a  molehill".  No 
mountain  ever  could  be  as  wonderful  or  as 
"close  to  God"  as  Oom  Jaimie's  Tafelberg. 
Elder  Matkin  asked,  "Which  way  do 
you  most  like  to  climb  the  'berg.  General?" 
Again  the  little  wrinkles  around  his  mouth 
and  piercing  blue  eyes  spread  into  his  fam- 
ous warm  smile.  "Ah  now,  I  know  all  of 
the  paths  and  have  tried  them  all.  Last 
Saturday  I  climbed  from  the  Kirstenbosch 
Gardens  way."  I  thought  to  myself,  I 
only  hope  that  when  I  am  nearly  eighty 
years  old  I'll  be  able  to  chmb  out  of  bed 

(Continued  on  page  91) 
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CAPE     DISTRICT. 

Mowbray   Branch — Reported   by  Sister 
Beatrice  E.  Smith. 

May  Day  and  children ;  the  term  seems 
synonymous,  so  it  was  particularly  suitable 
to  have  the  Primary  conducting  the  even- 
ing service  on  the  first  of  May.  The  chil- 
dren put  on  a  refreshing  programme.  Sister 
Blanche  Page  is  proving  a  worthy  successor 
to  her  mother  as  Primary  Mother  at 
Cumorah.  It  was  good  to  have  Sister 
Fourie  with  us  on  this  occasion,  and  she 
must  have  felt  a  glow  in  realising  that  her 
own  training  of  the  children  is  still  bearing 
fruit. 

The  concert  on  the  6th  was  a  jolly  affair. 
Everybody  seemed  to  enjoy  it  very  much. 
We  have  to  thank  all  of  those  who  helped 
to  make  the  evening  a  success ;  especially 
Miss  Sheila  Davies  for  her  splendid  danc- 
ing, Miss  Ann  Koch  for  her  piano-solo, 
Mr.  Thomas  Roodt  and  his  party  for  their 
entertaining  numbers,  and  the  accompanist 
Mrs.  Sybil  Newman.  The  short  play,  "My 
Cousin  From  Sweden",  put  on  by  the 
M.I.  A.,  under  the  direction  of  Elder 
Duncan,  proved  very  amusing.  Those  tak- 
ing part  were  Sisters  Sheila  Bibb,  Lorraine 
Bibb,  Joan  Baker  and  Joyce  Kehl,  and  the 
Misses  Joan  Greybe,  Ann  Jackson  and 
Yvonne  Thorpe.  The  cast  wishes  to  thank 
Miss  Annette  Reinecke  for  assisting  with 
the  make-up. 

"Mothers'  Day"  was  observed  on  the 
8th  of  May.  Tributes  to  mother  were  paid 
by  Brother   Bernie   Rayner,   Sister  Trudy 


Fouche  and  Sister  Anita  Kehl.  Sister 
Goosen  spoke  for  the  mothers. 

District  Conference  was  held  on  May 
15th.  There  were  three  sessions.  The 
speakers  at  the  morning  session  were 
Brothers  Leslie  Halse,  Alvin  Park  and 
Elder  Adam  M.  Duncan.  The  afternoon 
session  took  the  form  of  a  business  meet- 
ing, when  President  Wright  impressed 
upon  the  members  the  difference  between 
life  in  the  United  States  and  life  in  the 
Union.  President  and  Sister  Wright  both 
addressed  the  evening  meeting.  It  was  a 
wonderful  day ;  and  there  was  a  fine  spirit 
present  at  every  meeting. 

The  M  -  Men  and  Gleaners'  picnic 
arranged  for  Empire  Day  was,  literally, 
almost  a  wash-out,  for  it  rained  as  it  can 
rain  only  in  the  Cape.  Some  brave  souls 
dared  the  weather  to  do  its  worst  and 
courageously  faced  the  mud  and  slush  of 
the  Glen.  The  less  hardy  "camped"  in  the 
Cumorah  Recreation  hall,  where  they  ate 
their  picnic  lunch  in  comparative  comfort 
and  warmth. 

The  Elders  were  once  again  active  in  the 
realm  of  sport  when  they  played  an  exhibi- 
tion basketball  game  at  the  Cape  Town 
University. 

The  "Green"  team,  composed  of  Elders 
Beckstrand,  Bradshaw,  Higham,  Scott  and 
Wilkes,  had  complete  control  of  the  play 
during  the  first  half.  As  the  half  ended  the 
scoreboard  read  26  points  for  the  "Greens" 
and  10  points  for  the  "Reds." 

Elder  Whiting's  "Red"  quintet  came 
back  strongly  in  the  second  half  to  de- 
cisively edge  out  the  "Greens"  by  2  points 
in  an  overtime  period.  The  final  score  was 
52-50. 

Elders  J.  Ta3"lor,  Chandler,  Niven  and 
Wagstaff  made  up  the  "Red"  team,  along 
with  Elder  Whiting. 

Elder  John  Taylor  made  the  "biggest 
hit"  of  the  evening  when  he  uncannily 
popped  a  light  bulb,  directlj'  over  his  head, 
while  in  the  process  of  shooting  a  field 
goal. 

CAPE    DISTRICT   PRESIDENCY 
RELEASED. 

Elder  G.  Ronald  Bowles  was  released  as 
President  of  the  Cape  District  at  the  district 
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conference  held  on  the  15th  of  May. 

Elder  Frank  M.  Bradshavv,  who  had  been 
acting  as  District  Clerk,  was  sustained  as 
the  new  District  President.  Elder  Joseph 
E.  Niven  was  sustained  as  District  Clerk. 

Port  Elizabeth  Branch — Reported  by 
Sister  Theresa  Trollip. 

On  May  5th  we  were  glad  to  welcome 
Elder  Bert  E.  Wride  and  Elder  Dayle  F. 
Jenkins  to  our  Relief  Society  and  Priest- 
hood meeting  held  at  the  home  of  Brother 
and  Sister  Trollipp. 

A  very  inspirational  Sacrament  Service 
was  experienced  on  the  8th  of  May.  It  was 
at  this  service  that  Elder  Dalton  and  Elder 
Chandler  gave  their  farewell  talks.  Elder 
Dalton  stated  that  the  time  had  passed  too 
quickly  in  Port  Elizabeth  and  he  was  sorry 
to  leave  us,  but  he  was  called  to  another 
field  and  was  willing  to  do  the  Lord's  will. 
Elder  Chandler's  last  words  were,  that  we 
remember  to  hold  our  family  prayers.  May 
the  Lord's  blessings  attend  these  Elders. 
There  was  a  fine  crowd  in  attendance,  and 
among  the  visitors  present  were  Brother 
and  Sister  Charsley  and  Mrs.  M.  C.  Chars- 
ley,  all  from  Rhodesia;  Mrs.  Nichols  from 
Springs,  Sister  Maxwell  and  Sister  Sum- 
merville  from  Cape  Town. 

East   London    Branch — Reported  by 
Sister  Henrietta  E.  Booysen. 

This  month  we  had  to  bid  farewell  to 
Elder  ().  G.  Rowland  and  H.  R.  Wagstaff. 
We  will  miss  them  very  much,  as  they 
were  very  popular  in  this  Branch  of  the 
mission.  We  especially  want  to  bid  Elder 
Rowland  God  Speed,  as  he  is  leaving  for 
the  U.S.A.  on  the  30th  of  this  month.  In 
their  places  we  have  welcomed  Elders  Pat- 
rick and  Bowles,  and  hope  that  their  stay 
in  East  London  will  be  an  enjoyable  one. 

On  the  24th  the  Sunday  School  had  a 
picnic  at  Arnoldton  on  the  farm  of  Sister 
Muriel  Dean.  It  was  a  great  success  and 
everyone  thoroughly  enjoyed  themselves. 

NATAL    DISTRICT. 

Durban  Branch — Reported  by  Sister 

Valerie  Hancock. 

On  the  7th  of  May,  Patrick  Donald 
Fagan  was  baptised  by  Elder  Earl  P.  Mor- 


gan, and  was  coniirmed  at  the  Sacramental 
vService  on  vSunday  night  by  Elder  Glen  J. 
Pinegar.  We  are  very  happy  to  welcome 
Brother  Pat.  Fagan  and  extend  our  con- 
gratulations to  him.  We  pray  the  Lord  will 
bless  him  that  his  testimony  of  this  Gospel 
will  be  strengthened  day  by  day. 

Tuesday,  the  loth,  was  a  very  sad  day 
for  the  Durban  members.  A  large  crowd 
gathered  at  the  station  to  see  Elder  Robert 
Gardner  off.  He  has  left  us  after  labouring 
here  in  Durban  nearly  eleven  months.  We 
all  grew  to  love  him  very  much  and  will 
surely  miss  him  now.  We  pray  the  Lord 
will  bless  him  wherever  he  may  go,  that  he 
may  always  be  successful  in  the  wonderful 
work  he  is  doing. 

We  also  bid  a  very  sad  farewell  to  Elder 
Earl  Morgan  when  he  left  us.  He  has  gone 
on  a  farewell  visit  to  Johannesburg  and 
Springs,  where  he  laboured  for  some  time. 
When  his  visit  there  is  over,  he  is  leaving 
for  his  home  in  the  United  States.  Elder 
Morgan  was  loved  by  all  in  Durban  and 
will  also  be  very  badly  missed  here.  We 
pray  he  will  l)e  taken  home  to  his  loved 
ones  safely. 

We  were  all  greatly  comforted  in  our  loss 
of  these  two  missionaries  by  the  arrival  of 
Elders  Sterling  Workman  and  Milan  Felt. 
The  Durban  members  met  Elder  Workman 
when  he  toured  the  Mission  with  the  Quar- 
tet, of  which  he  was  a  member,  and  Presi- 
dent and  Sister  Wright.  We  extend  a 
hearty  welcome  to  these  two  missionaries, 
and  hope  they  will  enjoy  their  labours  here 
in  Durban. 

Due  to  the  8th  being  Mothers'  Day,  a 
special  Sunday  School  service  was  held  to 
paj^  tribute  to  our  "Mothers".  This  was, 
as  usual,  an  outstanding  programme,  con- 
sisting mainly  of  the  Sunday  School  chifd- 
ren.  There  were  tears  in  the  eyes  of  nearly 
all  present  during  tlie  service.  I  am  sure 
the  mothers  present  will  long  remember  the 
thoughts  and  songs  of  that  most  wonderful 
day. 

President  and  vSister  Yarn  and  their  two 
children,  Joyce  and  Richard,  arrived  in 
Durban  on  the  21st.  They  were  accom- 
panied by  two  new  missionaries,  also  from 
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Zioii.  They  were  Elders  Horace  D.  Nelson 
and  Darold  H.  Chambers.  We  were  very 
happy  to  welcome  these  fine  Saints  to  our 
city  and  Branch.  We  had  the  good  fortune 
of  having  Pres.  and  Sister  Yarn  and  their 
family  with  us  for  six  daj^s. 

President  Wright  arrived  on  the  25th  and 
left  for  Cape  Town  again  on  the  26th,  with 
President  and  Sister  Yarn  and  their  family. 
Elders  Nelson  and  Chambers  were  left  be- 
hind to  labour  in  Durban.  Our  farewells 
are  always  brightened  by  the  welcomes,  for 
which  we  are  always  thankful. 

A  branch  picnic  was  held  out  at  Brighton 
Beach  on  Empire  Day.  A  very  good  crowd 
attended  and  a  wonderful  time  was  had  by 
all,  until  the  weather  changed.  We  man- 
aged to  have  lunch  and  by  the  time  that 
was  over  everyone  was  so  cold,  and  the 
threat  of  rain  was  so  close,  that  we  had  to 
pack  up  and  return  to  our  homes. 

To  put  the  finishing  touch  to  the  holiday 
a  "Musical  Evening  and  Sing-Song"  was 
held  at  the  Church  Hall.  All  attending 
had  to  do  "their  little  bit,"  and  a  very  en- 
joj'able  time  was  experienced.  Of  course, 
our  talented  Elder  Felt  supplied  the  music 
and  our  always  obliging  (and  talented) 
Elder  Robinson  was  Master  of  Ceremonies. 

A  sad  "damper"  was  put  on  the  whole 
day  when  it  was  announced  that  our 
Branch  President,  Elder  Glen  Pinegar,  was 
to  be  admitted  to  a  nursing  home  the  next 
day.  Our  sympathy  and  prayers  go  out  to 
him  and  we  pray  he  will  soon  be  restored 
to  his  normal  health.  He  was  administered 
to  on  Tuesday  night,  and  we  know  Elder 
Pinegar  will  be  restored  to  health  again 
through  these  administrations.  He  is  ex- 
pected to  remain  in  the  nursing  home  for 
about  four  weeks. 

TRANSVAAL    DISTRICT. 

Ramah   Branch     Reported  by  Sister 
Margaret  Jennings. 

We  were  happy  to  welcome  two  new 
babies  at  Ramah  this  month.  On  the  ist 
of  May  the  infant  daughter  of  Brother  and 
Sister  Jutton  was  blessed  by  Brother  Nor- 
man G.  Muir  and  given  the  name  of 
Melody  Georga.  On  the  same  day  Brother 
Frank  Donly   blessed   the   infant   son   of 


Brother  and  Sister  Copeland  and  gave  him 
the  name  of  Keith  Roland  Michael.  May 
the  Lord  bless  these  infants  and  their 
parents. 

The  Sacramental  service,  on  the  evening 
of  the  ist  May,  was  well  organised  by  the 
Primary  under  the  able  direction  of  the 
Primary  Mother,  Sister  Lloyd.  A  very  fine 
talk,  on  child  guidance,  was  given  by  Sis- 
ter Mary  Stark. 

Brother  Edward  Ted  Tewson  and  Elder 
Robert  Herzog  were  released  as  ist  and  2nd 
Counsellors  respectively  in  the  Ramah 
Branch  Presidency  with  a  vote  of  thanks 
for  their  fine  eflforts  in  the  past  few  months. 

Brother  Frank  Donly  was  sustained  as 
ist  Counsellor  and  Brother  Edward  Tewson 
as  2nd  Counsellor  in  the  Presidency.  We 
wish  them  every  success  in  their  calling. 

Sister  Doris  Smith  was  the  hostess  at  a 
birthday  party,  after  Mutual,  on  the  2nd 
May.  The  occasion  being  her  eighteenth 
birthday.  Her  mother  did  all  the  catering, 
which  was  deeply  appreciated  by  the  large 
crowd  present. 

Margaret  Hartley  of  the  bee-hive  class 
also  celebrated  a  birthday  on  the  same  day, 
and  our  very  best  wishes  go  to  both  of  these 
Sisters  for  long  life  and  happiness. 

The  home  of  our  Branch  President, 
Brother  George  Ganter  and  his  good  wife 
Ann,  was  the  scene  of  a  progressive  ghost- 
story  party  on  the  evening  of  May  4th,  at 
which  a  large  group  was  entertained.  Re- 
freshments were  served  and  as  usual  were 
well  received.  The  Building  Fund  was  the 
evening's  theme,  so  the  proceeds  of  the 
evening  went  to  this  fund. 

Sister  Mabel  Donly  was  one  of  the  un- 
fortunate ones  on  the  sick  list  this  month, 
but  after  spending  ten  short  days  with  her 
sisters  in  Pietermaritzburg,  she  is  looking 
very  well  again.  Brother  Frank  spent  the 
ten  days  trying  to  organise  the  family  and 
get  them  to  Sunday  School  on  time.  He 
wasn't  doing  too  badly  but  has  decided  to 
leave  the  housekeeping  duties  to  Mabel  in 
the  future. 

A  very  fine  Mothers'  Day  pprogramme 
was  held,  during  which  many  fine  tributes 
in  song  and  verse  were  paid  to  our  mothers, 
(Coutinued  on  next  page) 


June,  1949 


CUMORAH'S   SOUTHERN   MESSENGER 


87 


^1%  *«->  DEPAHffj 


With  the  arrival  of  the  ship  "Frank 
Lykes"  in  Durban  on  the  2ist  of  May,  the 
mission  personnel  received  added  strength. 
Aboard  the  ship  were  President  and  Sister 
Yarn  and  their  two  children,  Richard  and 
Joyce,  all  of  Atlanta,   Georgia. 

President  Yarn  will  serve  as  ist  Coun- 
selor to  President  Wright  in  the  mission 
•i:)residency,  thereby  completing  the  organi- 
sation of  the  presidency. 

Also  disembarking  from  the  "Frank 
L3^kes,"   at  the  Durban  port,  were  Elders 


Horace  David  Nelson,  of  La  (irande,  Ore- 
gon, and  Darold  Holroyd  Chambers  of 
Ogden,  Utah. 

An  exceptionally  clear,  sunny  day  pro- 
vided Elder  Gilbert  George  Tobler,  of 
vSanta  Clara,  Utah,  and  Elder  Sterling  Roy- 
lance  Provost,  of  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah, 
with  a  fine  view  of  majestic  Table  Moun- 
tain as  they  docked  in  Cape  Town  on  the 
29th  of  May,  aboard  the  M.V.  "Silver- 
sandal". 

(Continued  on  page  88) 


(Continued  from  previous  page) 
White    carnations    were   presented    to    the 
mothers  by  the  Sunday  School  children. 

Ramah  has  lost  some  very  active  mem- 
bers since  the  re-opening  of  Southern 
Suburbs  Sunday  School,  but  we  wish  them 
every  success  in  their  efforts. 

Brother  and  Sister  Mike  Escojido  opened 
their  home  to  the  building  committee  on 
the  1 8th  of  May  and  a  most  enjoyable  even- 
ing was  appreciated  by  a  large  crowd.  Sis- 
ter Signe  Smith  led  the  group  in  a  well 
organised  "quiz"  and,  with  Brother  van 
der  Westhuizen  as  the  pianist  for  the  even- 
ing, community  singing  was  one  of  the 
favourite  features.  The  winner  of  the 
"Time  Out  for  Amateurs"  competition 
(due  to  the  arrangement  by  the  S.A.B.C.), 
was  in  attendance  and  entertained  us  with 
a  few  impersonations  and  also  a  selection 
from  the  musical,  "Oklahoma". 

The  building  fund  is  growing  fast  with 
the  many  home-evenings  that  are  being 
arranged  by  a  special  committee.  Their 
efforts  are  certainly  appreciated  by  all 
"Rahniahites". 

Elder  J.  Golden  Barton  has  been  ill  and 
we  wish  him  a  speedy  recovery.  Elders  R. 
C.  Taylor  and  N.  G,  Smith  were  called 
from  Sunday  School,  on  the  morning  of 
May  22nd,  to  adriiinister  to  him,  but  we 


have  not  been  notified  as  to  how  serious  his 
illness  is. 

The  afternoon  of  May  the  21st  was  spent 
in  advertising  a  concert,  to  be  held  in  the 
Boksburg  Town  Hall,  in  aid  of  Mutual 
Funds.  Gleaner  and  Bee-Hive  girls  went 
from  door  to  door,  in  Boksburg,  selling 
tickets,  but  have  decided  that  they  haven't 
any  sex-appeal  judging  by  the  few  pounds 
they  brought  back  with  them.  Anyway, 
we  feel  that  the  few  hours  were  well  spent 
because  many  fine  people  were  contacted. 
They  all  arrived  back  in  Johannesburg 
after  dark,  tired  but  happy. 

The  Mutual  held  a  fine  outing  at  Giloolies 
Farm  on  the  24th  of  May.  Everyone  en- 
thusiastically participated  in  games  such  as 
Baseball,  Defenders,  Twos-and-Threes  and 
many  other  fast-reducing  games.  L^nfortu- 
nately,  there  weren't  any  present  interested 
in  reducing,  as  the  cooks  found  out  when 
they  served  everybody  for  lunch. 

A  most  unfortunate  incident  occurred  on 
the  hike  back  home  when  Nola  Matthews 
was  knocked  over  by  a  bicycle  and  was 
taken  to  the  hospital.  We  sincerely  hope 
her  injuries  were  not  of  a  serious  nature 
and  that  she  will  soon  be  well  again. 

Brother  A.  Phipson  was  also  on  the  sick 
list  during  May,  but  we  are  very  pleased 
to  see  hira  up  and  around  again, 


88 


CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN   MESSENGER 


June,  1949 


ARRIVALS   AND  DEPARTURES 

(Continued  from  page  87) 


We  extend  a  hearty  "welkom"  to  these 
servants  of  the  Lord  and  hope  that  they 
will  enjoy  their  stay  in  vSouth  Africa. 

As  the  month  of  May  drew  to  a  close, 
two  more  missionaries  closed  the  pages  on 
a  beautiful  chapter  of  their  lives.  This 
sentiment  was  expressed  by  Elders  Milton 
V.  Backman  and  Earl  P.  Morgan,  when 
they  were  officially  released  from  their  mis- 
sionary duties  on  the  ist  of  June. 

These  Elders  have  arranged  an  interest- 
ing and  educational  trip  home.  After  leav- 
ing Johannesburg,  they  plan  to  visit  th« 
Victoria  Falls,  one  of  South  Africa's  scenic 


Elder  Backman. 

wonders.  From  there  they  will  travel  to 
the  Mozambique  port  of  Beira,  where  they 
will  embark  for  Genoa,  Italy,  via  the  Suez 
Canal.  From  Genoa  they  will  travel  over- 
land to  England,  then  will  span  the  North 
Atlantic  to  Zion. 

Elder  Backman  spent  his  time  in  the  mis- 
sion field  labouring  in  the  Cape  District, 
Bloemfontein-Kimberley  District  and  the 
Transvaal  District,  w'here  he  was  Presiding 
Elder  for  a  short  time. 

His  parting  statement  to  the  saints  in 
South  Africa  was  stated  in  these  words : 
"During  the  past  two  years  I  have  grown 
to  love  the  land  of  South  Africa,  for  it  is 
in  this  country  that  I  have  enjoyed  the 
richest    experiences    of    my    life    through 


teaching  others  the  restored  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ.  It  is  in  South  Africa  that  I  have 
met  some  of  the  finest  people  I  have  ever 
known.  Words  cannot  express  my  love  for 
you  people  and  words  are  inadequate  to 
thank  those  whom  I  have  met  for  the  kind- 
ness, hospitality,  and  friendliness  they 
have  so  abundantly  shown  me. 

"Thank  you  for  your  kindness  and  may 
our  Heavenly  Father  bless  you  people  in 
South  Africa  that  you  may  always  live  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  and  thereby  win 
true  and  complete  happiness  both  in  this 
life  and  the  life  hereafter." 

Elder  Backman  is  returning  to  his  home 
in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  where  he  plans  to 
resume  his  college  education. 

Elder    Morgan   is    also    returning   to  his 


Elder  Morgan. 

home  in  Salt  Lake  City.  He  was  attending 
the  University  of  Utah  before  coming  into 
the  mission  field,  and  it  is  believed  that  he 
is  planning  to  resume  his  education. 

Prior  to  his  departure,  he  expressed  him- 
self in  these  words:  "I  am  very  thankful 
to  have  this  final  opportunity  to  express 
my  feelings  towards  all  of  you.  You  have 
inspired  me  with  the  desire  to  sincerely 
adopt  the  good  things  of  your  country.  My 
interest  for  your  country  will  always  be 
great  and,  if  fortunate,  I  hope  to  return 
some  day.  The  things  you  have  done  for 
me  are  appreciated  and  I  hope  through  our 
united  effort  the  cause  of  Jesus  Christ  was 
furthered.  I  have  enjoyed  a  brotherhood 
with  you  and  pxay  that  this  good  spirit  may 
be  maintained  at  all  times. 
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"I  am  truly  thankful  for  the  inspired 
leadership  of  President  Sharp  and  his  wife 
and  family,  and  President  Wright  and  his 
wife  and  family.  I  know  that  they  repre- 
sent the  true  Church  of  Jesus  Christ.  I  am 
proud  of  my  missionary  companions  and 
the  lives  they  live  and  I  look  forward  to 
our  association  with  each  other  at  home. 
I  owe  much  to  my  Church  and  to  you,  my 
friends,  for  I  have  experienced  a  wonder- 
ful transition  in  these  two  golden  years. 

"May  the  Lord  bless  you  repeatedly  and 
may  you  at  all  times  be  united  in  your  de- 
sires to  live  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  I 
leave  this  thought  with  you  and  do  it  in 
the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  Amen." 


Elder  Braithwaite. 

Klder  Morgan  laboured  in  the  Transvaal 
District  of  the  mission  for  the  greatest 
share  of  his  mission.  He  was  labouring  in 
the  Natal  District,  as  District  President,  at 
the  time  of  his  release. 

These  two  choice  servants  of  the  Lord 
are  to  be  commended  for  their  fine  mission- 
ary work  in  South  Africa.  It  is  our  prayer 
that  our  Heavenly  Father  will  bless  these 
brethren  as  they  return  to  their  normal 
walks  of  life. 

The  Saints  again  gathered  at  Duncan 
Dock  on  the  8th  of  April,  to  bid  farewell 
to  two  more  departing  missionaries.  Elders 
Jack  H.  Braithwaite  and  Mark  Q.  Cheney 
pulled  out  of  Table  Bay  aboard  the  "War- 
wick  Castle,"   with  a   clear  blue  sky  and 


majestic  Table  Mountain  providing  a  beau- 
tiful setting  for  their  departure. 

In  his  farewell  message  Elder  Braithwaite 
had  this  to  say:  "As  I  look  back  over  the 
past  months  I  recall  many  happy  memories 
that  have  come  as  a  result  of  my  missionar}' 
labours  in  this  land.  I  am  happy  to  have 
had  the  opportunity  of  visiting  this  land 
and  I  certainly  owe  a  lot  to  the  fine  people 
here.  It  is  always  sad  to  leave  the  friends 
we  have  made,  but  it  is  from  these  friend- 
ships that  we  mould  our  lives. 

"I  hope  that  I  may  be  able  to  return  to 
South  Africa  in  the  coming  years.  I  believe 
the  true  spirit  of  the  Gospel  is  here,  just 
as  it  is  in  other  parts  of  the  world  that  I 


Elder  Cheney. 

have  had  the  fortune  to  visit  during  my 
life.  I  often  wonder  if  I  have  given  you 
people  as  much  as  I  have  received  from 
you.  My  desire  is  that  the  experiences 
which  lie  ahead  of  me  will  give  me  as  much 
joy  and  satisfaction  as  my  mission  has. 

"I  pray  that  you  will  build  up  a  Zion 
for  yourselves  here.  I'm  sure  it  can  be 
done  if  you  will  let  the  Lord  direct  your 
efforts,  and  are  willing  to  work  and  make 
the  necessary  sacrifices.  God  bless  you 
until  we  meet  again." 

Elder  Braithwaite  spent  most  of  his  time 
in  the  Transvaal  District  where  he  laboured 
for  sixteen  months.  He  laboured  in  Port 
Elizabeth  for  two  months,   after  which  he 

(Continued  on  page  91) 
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The  following  transfers  were  effected  in 
May  : 

Elder  J.  E.  NIVEN  was  transferred  from 
Boksburg,  Transvaal  District,  to  Ronde- 
bosch,  Cape  District,  and  is  now  labouring 
with  Elder  F.  M.  Bradshaw. 

Elder  H.  R.  WAGSTAFF  was  trans- 
ferred from  East  London  to  Pinelands  with- 
in the  Cape  District,  where  he  is  labouring 
with  Elder  S.  H.  Cockrell. 

Elder  G.  R.  BOWLES  was  transferred 
from  Rondebosch  to  East  London  within 
the  Cape  District,  where  he  is  labouring 
with  Elder  V.  F.  O'Brien. 

Elder  R.  M.  PATRICK  was  transferred 
from  Pinelands  to  East  London  within  the 
Cape  District,  where  he  is  labouring  with 
Elder  M.  D.  Wilding. 

Elder  D.  F.  JENKINS  was  transferred 
from  Pretoria,  Transvaal  District,  to  Port 
Elizabeth,  Cape  District,  where  he  is 
labouring  with  Elder  K.  R.  Curtis. 

Elder  B.  E.  WRIDE  was  transferred 
from  Orange  Grove,  Transvaal  District, 
to  Port  Elizabeth,  Cape  District,  where  he 
is  labouring  with  Elder  F.  K.  Boede. 

Elder  S.  H.  PARKER  was  transferred 
from  Kenilworth,  Cape  District,  to  Bloem- 
fontein,,  Orange  Free  State  District,  where 
he  is  labouring  with  Elder  K.  H.  Mitchell. 

Elder  K.  H.  MITCHELL  was  transferred 
from  Woodstock,  Cape  District,  to  Bloem- 
fontein.  Orange  Free  State  District,  where 
he  is  labouring  with  Elder  S.  H.  Parker. 

Elder  T.  M.  EVANS  was  transferred 
from  Sea  Point,  Cape  District,  to  Ramah, 
Transvaal  District,  where  he  is  labouring 
with  Elder  R.  G.  Hver. 


Elder  R.  G.  Hyer  was  transferred  from 
Port  Elizabeth,  Cape  District,  to  Ramah, 
Transvaal  District,  where  he  is  labouring 
with  Elder  T.  M.  Evans. 

Elder  H.  N.  BUHLER  was  transferred 
from  Vereeniging  to  Ramah  within  the 
Transvaal  District,  where  he  is  labouring 
with  Elder  C.  E.  Hill. 

Elder  R.  C.  TAYLOR  was  transferred 
from  the  mission  office  to  Ramah,  Trans- 
vaal District,  where  he  is  labouring  with 
Elder  N.  G.  Smith. 

Elder  N.  G.  SMITH  was  transferred 
from  Florida  to  Ramah  within  the  Trans- 
vaal District,  where  he  is  labouring  with 
Elder  R.  C.  Taylor. 

Elder  F.  L.  SOREN  was  transferred 
from  Pietermaritzburg,  Natal  District,  to 
(])range  Grove,  Traiisvaal  District,  where 
he  is  labouring  with  Elder  M.  Payne. 

Elder  J.  G.  BARTON  was  transferred 
from  North-Western  to  Florida  within  the 
Transvaal  District,  where  he  is  labouring 
with  Elder  C.  L.  Rockwood. 

Elder  B.  J.  SMITH  was  transferred  from 
North-Western  to  Boksburg  within  the 
Transvaal  District,  where  he  is  labouring 
with  Elder  W.  D.  Bell. 

Elder  E.  R.  CAMMACK  was  transferred 
from  Vereeniging  to  Pretoria  within  the 
Transvaal  District,  where  he  is  labouring 
with  Elder  P.  G.  Russell. 

Elder  G.  E.  D ALTON  was  transferred 
from  Port  Elizabeth,  Cape  District,  to  Pre- 
toria, Transvaal  District,  where  he  is  to 
labour  with  a  new  missionary. 

Elder  A.  S.  WORKMAN  was  transferred 
from  Devils  Peak,  Cape  District,  to  Durban, 
Natal  District,  where  he  is  labouring  with 
Elder  E.  P.  Morgan. 

Elder  M.  Q.  FELT  was  transferred  from 
Bloemfontein,  Orange  Free  State  District, 
to  Durban,  Natal  District,  where  he  is 
labouring  with  Elder  G.  J.  Pinegar. 

Elder  G.  M.  PAXMAN  was  transferred 
from  Pietermaritzburg  to  Durban  within 
the  Natal  District,  where  he  is  labouring 
with  Elder  R.  J.  Reisner. 

Elder  R.  J.  REISNER  was  transferred 
within   the    Durban    area,    Natal,    District, 
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AFRICA" 
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unassisted — let  alone  making  a  weekly  trip 
up  a  3,000  foot  mountain. 

As  we  rose  to  leave,  the  General  said, 
"Well,  my  young  friends,  we  must  see  you 
again  some  time."  He  extended  his  hand 
to  each  of  us  and  said  good-bye  with,  "And 
I  wish  you  all  the  luck  in  the  world  in  your 
work." 

Yes,  sir.  General  Smuts  is  everything  he 
is  cracked  up  to  be  ! 


ARRIVALS  AND  DEPARTURES 
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was  transferred  to  the  Bloemfontein-Kim- 
berley  District,  where  he  finished  his  mis- 
sion. 

After  having  served  five  and  one  half 
years  in  the  U.S.  Navy,  Elder  Braithwaite 
was  called  to  the  mission  field  shortly  after 
the  completion  of  his  naval  service.  He  is 
returning  to  his  home  in  Arco,  Idaho.  His 
plans  are  indefinite  as  to  what  he  will  do 
after  arriving  home. 

Elder  Mark  Q.  Cheney  attended  the  Utah 
State  Agricultural  College  before  coming 
into  the  mission  field.  His  ranch,  in  Jack- 
son, Wyoming,  is  the  place  where  he  plans 
to  settle  down  when  he  returns. 

His  time  in  the  mission  field  consisted  of 
14  months  in  the  Transvaal  District,  and 
six  months  labouring  in  the  Bloemfontein- 
Kimberley  Distiict. 

Elder  Cheney  made  his  parting  statement 
in  these  words  :  "I  am  very  grateful  to  my 
Father  in  Heaven  for  the  privilege  of  being 
called  to  labour  in  this  beautiful  land  of 
yours.  My  mission,  here  in  South  Africa, 
has  been  a  rich  experience  that  I  could  not 
have  enjoyed  anywhere  but  here. 

"During  my  short  stay  I  have  gained  a 
sincere  love  for  you  people.  I  wish  to  thank 


all  of  you,  my  brothers  and  sisters,  for 
making  my  mission  so  enjoyable.  And  now 
as  I  leave  I  pray  that  our  Heavenly  Father 
will  bless  you  throughout  your  lives.  Thank 
you  and  God  keep  you  until  we  meet 
again." 

We  commend  these  brethren  for  their 
fine  work  while  in  the  Lord's  service,  and 
our  prayer  is  that  God's  choicest  blessings 
will  attend  them  throughout  their  lives. 


TRANSFERS 
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and   is   now   labouring   with   Elder   G.   M. 
Paxman. 

Elder  G.  F.  CHANDLER  was  trans- 
ferred from  Port  Elizabeth  to  Woodstock 
within  the  Cape  District,  where  he  is 
laboruing  with  Elder  O.  J.  Whiting. 

THE' TRANSVAAL  DISTRICT  PRESI- 
DENCY was  released  at  conference  time, 
with  a  vote  of  thanks  for  the  fine  work  they 
have  done  in  the  past  years.  The  Presidency 
consisted  of  Brothers  N.  G.  Muir,  I.  C. 
Louw,  W.  H.  Brummer  and  F.  Donly  as 
Clerk. 

Elder  T.  Max  Evans  was  sustained  as 
District  President  and  Elder  Robert  G. 
Hyer  as  District  Clerk. 


L.D.S.  OCTOGENARIAN 


Brother  Thomas  Wilson  of  the  Mowbray 
Branch  marked  his  eightieth  year  of 
vigorous  life  on  the  15th  June,  He  was 
honoured  at  an  informal  dinner  party 
given  by  his  daughter,  Sister  Margaret 
Park. 

Bro.  Wilson  enhanced  the  occasion  as  he 
bore  a  testimony  to  the  truthfulness  of 
the  Gospel  which  he  loves  so  much.  Happy 
birthday  Bro.  Wilson  and  our  wish  is  that 
the  Lord's  choicest  blessings  will  continue 
to  enrich  your  life.  (Watch  for  feature 
article  in  next  edition.) 
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(Contains  Book  of  Mormon,  Doctrine,  &  Covenants,  Pearl  of  Great 

Price) 

"THE  GOSPEL  &  MAN'S  RELATIONSHIP  TO  DIETY"  — 

B.  H.  Roberts. 
Dewey  Fransworths,  Beautifully  Illustrated  Book, — 
"THE  AMERICAS  BEFORE  COLUMBUS" 

These  hard-to-get  books   can   be   a   part   of   your   library  by   simply   putting   the   C.S.M.  into 
the   homes   of   your   friends. 

The   C.S.M.   staff   is   sponsoring   a   subscription   contest  with   the   above-mentioned  books   as 
prizes   to   the   winners.   The   contest   starts   June   1st   and   runs   to   September   1st,   1949. 

Rules   for   the   contest   are   as   follows: 

(a)  Anyone  may  enter. 

(b)  All  subscriptions  submitted  must  not  be  for  less  than  one  year. 

(c)  Cash    must    accompany   all   orders.    (Money    orders    or    cheques    are    acceptable.) 

(d)  A  point  system  will  be  used  to  determine  the  winners  and  will  operate  as  follows: 

25  points  for   each   new   sub   for   1    year 

15  points  for   each   additional  year   over   the   first   year   of   a   new    sub. 

15  points  for   each   year's   renewal    of   an    old   subscription 

10  points  extra   will   be   awarded  to    an    entrant    for    every    3    entirely   new    subs. — 

20   points  for  6-30   points   for  9,   etc. 

(e)  The  winner  may  choose  one  of  the  above-mentioned  books  and  will  receive  one 
copy  of  the  same 

(f)  Second  place  winner  may  choose  any  book,  available  at  Cumorah's  book  store 
not   exceeding   a   cost   of   £1. 

(g)  Missionaries  will  be  classed  in  a  separate  group.  The  winner  among  this  group 
receives  one  copy  of  Farnsworth's,  "The  Americas  Eefore  Columbus",  or  rule  (f) 
will    apply   to   this   group   if   so   desi;ed   by   the   winner. 

(h)  Rule    (d)    also   applies   to   missionaries. 
The   C.S.IvI.   is   the  Church's   official  editorial  organ  in  South  Africa.  This  publication  can  be 
a   fine   proselyting   instrument   as   it's   constant   theme    is    the    resoration    of    the    Gospel.    HERE 
IS    YOUR    CHANCE    TO    HELP    THE    LORD'S    WORK    AND    AT    THE    SAME    TIME    BUILD 
UP   YOUR   LIBRARY. 

For  further  information  lerite  to  the  C.M.S.  Editor,  "Ciimorah",  Main  Road, 

Moivhrav  C.P. 


OUR  FRONT  COVER 

South  Africa  has  had  many  notable  men  who  have  figured  prominently  in  the 
Unions  development,  and  among  these  is  the  late  Paul  Kruger. 

The  memory  of  his  good  works  is  brought  to  mind  as  passers-by  view  this  edifice 
of  stone,  located  in  front  of  the  Railway  Station,  Pretoria,  Transvaal. 
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